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Auschwitz survivor recalls Holocaust 


Editor's Note: Last week, The Spectator carried a profile of a local Nazi who 
defended American Nazis and their program, based primarily on Hitlerian National 
Socialism. Steve Menestrina interviewed a local Jewish woman who personally 
experienced the horrors of Auschwitz, the notorious Nazi concentration camp of 
World War Il. She had read the story about the local Nazi and replied to some of 


his comments and told her own story. She wishes to remain anonymous because - 


of unpleasant experiences following her prior public statements. 
By Steve Menestrina 

The woman began speaking in an animated free association style. She 
gestures with her hands as she speaks in heavily-accented English. She 
often pauses searching for the word to correctly express her feelings. She 
wants, she needs to be understood. Sincerity is at the center of all her state- 
ments. 

“This man, this Nazi does not know how it was. He has read books, 
books against the Jews and thinks he knows. He is wrong. 

“I know. This is my number at Auschwitz, (she touches a blurred tattoo 
on left forearm). | know the Nazis and what they do.” 

“My father, Alexander Mozes, was a landowner, a farmer in Porz, 
Rumania. It was a small village of about 100 families. We were the only Jews 
in the village. All my friends, my sister's (her twin) friends were Gentiles. In 
1940 Hungary took over our country. They (the Hungarian government) 
were fascists like the Nazis and began to oppress the Jews. The first mov- 
ing picture | remember seeing was shown at the town hall in our village . . . 
how to persecute... , how to kill the Jews. After that it became very hard to 
be a Jew. In June, 1944, we were taken to Auschwitz in Poland. My parents, 
my two older sisters, died there. Only me and my twin (now living in Israel) 
escaped. 

“This man, this Nazi, his philosophy is sick, it is based on hate, hatred 
of Jews and blacks. There is no love, no. . . nothing positive about people. | 
have had a terrible time in my life but now | am still more impressed by the 
love, the kindness in people. Not by the hate. Look, | am no angel, but I try 
and look for the goodness, the positive thing in life. | try and have no hatred 
for this man but | have no love either. He is sick, sick in the head like all 
Nazis. 

“He says Hitler brought Germany out of the depression, yes, but he 
does not finish it. Hitler brought destruction, death to the whole world. It 
was not prosperity Hitler brought, it was shame . . . shame! Sadness for the 
whole world. 

“In your article this Nazi wants all white people to group together. That 
is his biggest mistake for one group to be against another group. Why 
shouldn't all good people, regardless of color or religion, group together to 
solve their problems. 

“Judge each person on his own. Judge as an individual, not as a type 
or kind. Look | am a Jew but there are many Jews in Terre Haute | don’t 
want to associate with. | judge each person as an individual. 

“America has many problems. Blacks cause some, Jews cause some, 
whites too. You can't solve problems by sending the black back to Africa. 
All the good people must work to overcome these problems. Hate won't 
solve these problems, work . . . working together will. 

“You will not like to hear this but when t am harassed for being a Jew | 
would pick up tomorrow and go back to Israel (she lived in Israel from 1950 
to 1960 becoming an Israeli citizen and sergeant major in the army). There 
are too many Nazi types running around in America. It makes me afraid... 
no uncomfortable to be a Jew. No one makes it easy to be a Jew anywhere. 
America too. In Israel to be a Jew is easy. Here in a small community you 
must work at being a Jew. 

“tn Europe we hear about freedom in America. | was surprised at the 
anti-Jewish feeling here. My children love it here so we stay. 

“In Louisville in 1962 | saw a sign that said, ‘Whites Only.’ It made me 
feel kinda creepy. Like the Nazis in Europe. | was amazed Blacks were not 
free in America, Jews either. 

“Yes, my ten years in Israel were the happiest of my life. But we choose 
to stay here now and | work to make our lives better. | find many people here 
| like . . . good people, very good people. The U.S. offers great opportunities 
in spite of some unpleasantness. 

“| say | am a better person than this Nazi, not because I'm a Jew, but | 
work and do things for America, for people. Nazis only hate, this is not right. 

“He says decent Germans would not murder people. | saw more deaths 
caused by nice decent Nazi officers than he could imagine. It was horrible! 
Truly horrible! | saw the gas chambers, the cremation ovens burning day 
and night. The screams, the smell! If it didn’t happen, where are my parents, 

(my sisters? 
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“My twin and t had blood taken every week for Dr. Mengle (called the 
Angel of Death, still alive in South America) to experiment on. He was 
young and handsome. He would get very angry if one of his twins died. He 
wanted us alive to experiment on. 

“I was stubborn and wanted to live. So | did live. My parents did not. My 
father was saying his morning prayers when we arrived in Auschwitz. it did 
not help him. So now | am cynical about praying and going to services. | feel 
| do not need to pray to care about my fellow man. | would rather go out and 
do something good to heip someone. 

“No, the Nazis should not be allowed to march. | believe in the first 
amendment but they want to promote violence, hatred, to overthrow the 
government. This should not be allowed. Remember, they were elected to 
office in Germany. It makes me uncomfortable when | think it might happen 
here. No Nazis! 

“I’m not anti-Nazi because l'm Jewish. | know them and what they are 
like. Millions of Jews and non-Jews died because of them. No more 
Holocaust! We Jews say, ‘Never again!’ ” 

“America is a good place. It can be a better place, but good people 
must work, must help each other, must solve problems. Nazis don’t solve 
problems, they cause problems. 

“The world looks to America. America has much more influence in the 
world than Americans think. Let the good people in America get together 
and work good. The rest of the world will see that and understand. 

“Kindness, love, good work is my philosophy.” 


Only the two seated twins of the Jewish family above survived Ausch- 
witz. The mother, father, and two older sisters (in middie blouses) 
perished. The two other children in picture were Gentile friends in this 
picture taken in Rumania before the war. 
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Conferees recount Holocaust ‘to 
prevent it from happening again’ 


By JAN CHAIT 
Tribune-Star Staff Writer 

“There was a day like most other 
days, or at least that’s how it seemed 
to start. It was a bright, crisp sunny 
day. I left that morning for school. As 
I approached school, I passed the 
building in which a Jewish dentist had 
his office ... and the windows were 
broken. I in- 
stinctively. im- 
mediately knew 
it was because 
he was Jew- 
ish.” 

Hedy Epstein 
was a young 
German girl of T 
t4 when that © — 
day occurred. © & 
The day was 1m 
Nov. 10. 1938 TIE 
Kristallnacht. © 
The night of F 
broken glass. 

S h e d es ’ 7 2 
scribed that Hedy Epstein 
day as the one day in her life a crucial 
transformation took place. i 

“It was a transformation from 
childhood into adulthood — instant- 
ly.’ she said. 

At a conference on the Holocaust ~ 
Saturday at Vigo South High School 
many persons recounted their memo- 
ries and experiences, groups met and 
the question “Can it happen again?” 
was raised. 

The question was not answered but, 
through it all, ran a theme — the 
theme of “remember, so it can be 
prevented from ever happening 
again.” i 


parted that memory to.the 250 o 
people present. The stories w 
poignant, the speakers’ voices b 
as they told of their experiences 
pany in the audience cried openly. 
Mrs. Epstein continues her. story:. 
“As I entered the schoolyard, there 
was a sense of excitement there. It 
was like the air was heavy with it... 
(About 8:30 a.m.) the principal 
waiked in and gave a long speech. At 
some point he said ‘Raus mit dir du 
Drechjude’ and pointed at me. What 
it meant was ‘get out, you dirty 
Jew.” 


She knew the principal to be a kind, 
gentle man and couldn't understand 
why he spoke that way to her. “It was 
just incredible and I couldn't believe 
it. In fact, I asked him to repeat it. He 
grabbed hold of my arm and pushed 
me out the door.” 

The child stood outside the door and 
wondered what she had done 
wrong.As she stood there, the other 
children came running out, calling 
her dirty names, and left. Confused, 
she didn't know where they were 
going or if she should go with them. 

Finally, she went into the 
classroom and started to study. There 
was a knock on the door and the other 
Jewish child in the school — a boy — 
came to her and asked what to do. 
The same thing had happened to him. 

As he was looking out the window, 
he called to her. She went over to join 
him. > 

‘Come here. Look at this.’ he said. 
What we saw — and, again, we 
instinctively knew that these had to 
be Jews — there were men chained to 
each other. There were SS men — I 
recognized them because of their 
black uniforms — with horsewhips, 
urging (the men) to walk schneller, 
schneller. Faster, faster.” 

The children tried to call home. 
The phones were disconnected. Al- 
though they were concerned about 
being truant, they took the back roads 
and alleys and went to their houses. 

When, the. young. girl got=to-her 
house, she found the door locked, the 
windows shuttered, and no one there. 

In her desperation, she approached 
‘a’ man whom she knew to be the 


~ town’s worst Nazi to ask if he knew 
The speakers remembered, and cae where her mother was. 


“I don't know where she is, but if I 


| find the bitch I'll kill her,” he told the 


child. 

Frantically, she started toward her 
aunt's house. To get there, she had to 
go through the business section. — 

“There were people there, looting 
and breaking the windows, It seemed 
almost as if it were a holiday — 
another thing that didn’t make sense 
to me.” 

Her mother was at the aunt’s 
house. Shortly after the child had left 
for school that morning, SA men — 
the brown-shirted Nazis — had come 
to her house and arrested her father. 


aunt’s house, a group of men, chained 
together, were marched past the 


houses Her father was in that group. 


“After that we just sat there sort of 
numb, not knowing where they were 
going, what was happening,”’ she said 
with a catch in her voice. 

Less than half an hour later, a loud 


’ banging was heard at the door and the 


girl hid in a wardrobe with her 
mother and her aunt. 

“I whispered to my mother ‘I want 
to get out of here and I’m not talking 
just about this wardrobe but I want to 
get out of Germany. I don’t want to 
stay here any more.” 


Two weeks later, a- pre-printed 


postcard arrived from Dachau. It was 
from her father, 

Her father did return. His head was 
shaven, his arms so swollen from 
being beaten that his coat had to be 
cut off. 

“When my father left, he left as a 
young man. When he came back, he 
was an old man, very broken and 
introspective.” ; 

A short while later, in May of 1939, 
she saw her parents for the last time 
when she was taken out of Germany 
on a children’s transport. 

“The last memory I have of my 
parents is as the train was pulling out 
of the station and they’re running to 


the end of the platform. I’m looking | 


out the window. I see them getting 
smaller and smaller and finally 
they're two dots and they're gone. 
And that’s the last time I saw my 
parents.” 


In 1956, Mrs. Epstein received two 
letters saying her parents had been 
sent to Drancy, a collection center 
near Paris. On Sept. 11, 1942, they 
were scheduled to be sent to Aus- 
hwitz. 


There is no record of them at 
Aushwitz. She believes that means 
that they were sent to the gas 
chamber. s 


She had trouble accepting their 
death until a couple years ago when 


she visited all the camps her parents 


had stayed in. 


“As I stood on the ramp at 
Birkenau, the ramp where people got 


out of the trains, and where (Dr. 


Josef) Mengele and his cohorts made 


` the selection as to who shall live and — 


who shall die, as I stood there, I 
suddenly realized there was just no 
way my parents could have lived.” 
Last June, she went to Israel to 
attend a gathering of Holocaust sur- 
vivors. People had been asked to 
bring stones which would be used to 


build a monument to those who died. 
_ “I had gathered stones in all the 


camps that I visited and I took those 
stones to Israel, inscribed with the 
names of my parents and other loved 
ones. And that, in some way, symbol- 
ized the burial of my family.” 
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Death camp group, 


led by city woman, 
lighting CAN DLES 


By Sue Loughlin 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Forty years ago, they were 
placed in a concentration camp, 
separated from families, and used 
as human guinea pigs for Dr. 
Jospeh Mengele’s genetic experi- 


n Jan. 27, 1985 — 40 years 
liberation — surviving twins 

E R Tinkend hope to retrace the 
apt ul journey to the 
envitz -Birkenau death camps, 

help them learn to cope with 
their past, and to focus worldwide 
attention on the murders which 
taok place. 

L- They also hope to appeal to world 
“conscience in capturing Mengele, 
who is alive and free in Paraguay. 

-The group sponsoring the reu- 

ion is CANDLES, Children of 

uschwitz Nazi’s Deadly Lab Ex- 
periment Survivors. Eva Kor, 24 
.W. Lawrin Blvd., is executive 
“director and founder of the or- 
ization. The group has about 

08 members worldwide. 

ippre is organizing the reunion, 
ich will move from 


“MR achwitz. Birkenau to Israel. 
“There the group will conduct a 


public trial of Mengele. 
'-Kor has been organizing the 
reunion since September. She ex- 
ts at least 100 persons — 
including surviving twins, family 
and friends — to attend the 
reunion and march. 
| She believes the reunion will 
serve several purposes. Among the 
most important, she said, tt will 
enable us to come to terms with our 
past.” 

-She also wants to tell the world 
what happened in the camp, 
located i in Poland. Finally, partici- 
pants hope to put worldwide 
ee eure on Paraguay for providing 

ge to Mengele. “I’m not a 
Findictive person, but I believe 
yete must be served,” Kor said 


recentl. ye 


2, her home. Her goal is $10,000 to 


She i is Gong all fundraising from 


help defray costs of telephone calls, 
mailings, transportation for those 
who can’t afford it, translation of 
materials into three languages and 
security. 

“We'll be taking the world on a 
tour of what happened there and 
what happened to us and our 
families,” she said. 

She said Birkenau was where 
“the majority of the murder 
machines” were located. Birkenau 
had five crematoriums, while 
uschwitz had one. 

“Birkenau was built in 1941 by 

rmans for one purpose — 

ination,” Kor said. 

mers to be gone about two 
the special reunion, 

z gt from Jan. 27 to Feb. 


weeks 
which will 


Reunion barii will retrace 
their steps to the railroad ramp 
where all trains arrived at 
Birkenau. Within one-half hour, 
families were torn apart and some 
never seen again. “Time for us 
froze at the railway ramp,” Kor 
said. 

Kor was sparated from her 
parents and two sisters. “I never 
saw any of them again.” 

Members also will go the route of 
the victims to the gas chambers 
and crematoriums. They will try to 
get permission to take ashes and 
dirt from the crematorium, which 
they will take to Yad Vashem in 
Jerusalem, the museum for the 
holocaust. 

She believes CANDLES has 
created new hope for victims who 
are able to share their past 
tragedy. The group also hopes to 
locate remaining survivors. 

Whether she raises all the 
needed funds, there will be a 
reunion, she said. “We are going — 
money or no money. The money 
will come somehow. 

“I know it’s going to be very hard 
for me, but I wouldn’t miss it for 
anything,” Kor said. 


‘Mother, he 


OSWIECIM, Poland (AP) 
Jewish twins who were the human 
guinea pigs of Dr. Josef Mengele, 
the “Angel of Death” at the Nazis’ 
Auschwitz concentration camp, re- 
enacted Sunday the “death march” 
they took just before the camp’s 
liberation 40 years ago. 

As a steady snow fell, eight twins 
— including Terre Haute’s Eva Kor 
and her twin sister from Israel — 
walked from the Birkenau ex- 
termination camp to Auschwitz 
along the same route they followed 
as emaciated prisoners. 

In the weeks before Soviet troops 
arrived to liberate Auschwitz on 
Jan. 27, 1945, the Germans herded 
thousands of prisoners out of 
Birkenau, transferring them to the 
main camp at Auschwitz or other 
concentration camps in Germany. 

As the Soviet army approached, 
the Nazis attempted to destroy 
Birkenau to hide evidence of the 


mid-day on Jan. 27 wy 
fled, leaving several te 
prisoners in the camp at Auschwitz 
and marching on the road between 
the two centers. 

“I thought it was a wonderful 
feeling to walk the same streets, 
because I had never walked them 
before as a free human being,” said 
Kor, who walked arm-in-arm with 
her twin sister Miriam Zeiger. 

“Forty years ago I could never 
imagine that one day I would be 
singing Jewish songs in 
Auschwitz,” Kor said. 

As they ‘marched along the two- 
mile route, the twins and several 
dozen friends and relatives sang in 
Hebrew and carried electric 
torches. 

They wore yellow Stars of David 
with inscriptions reading “Jude” 
and eet a banner in Hebrew 
and French reading “I Accuse.” 

At Auschwitz, they marched 


camp. The Soviets arrived about | under the main gate to the camp 
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German “Arbeit Macht Frei,” 
“Work Makes You Free.” 

The mayor of Oswiecim, a town 
in southern Poland where the camp 
is located, welcomed them at a 
brick barracks that is now a 
memorial dedicated to the six 
million Jews who perished in the 
Holocaust, 2.5 million of them at 
Auschwitz. 

An estimated four million people 
from 28 countries perished at 
Auschwitz from 1940-45. 

“Only half the people who began 
the march at Birkenau 40 years 
ago finished it,” Kor said. “When 
we began in the middle of the night 
we could hear the explosions as the 
Nazis blew up the crematoria. It 
was snowing, very cold and they 
were shooting an anyone who did not 
run fast enough. 

Many of the twins cried as they 
stood on the railway ramp where, 
surrounded by shouting SS men 


al 
rm 


that still Cond the E in and barking: dogs, they had first 


come face-to-face with Mengele. 
Mengele sent their parents, 

grandparents, brothers and sisters 
to faiths gas chambers and con- 


demned the twins to cruel medical 


experiments. 

“Mother, here I am with my 
sister and our children,” said Kor, 
wiping tears from her eyes. 

“We have finally come to say 

oodbye to you. We have never 
Msoi you, and we will never let 
the world forget what was here,” 
she said. 

On the ramp the twins placed a 
wreath with a memorial plaque 
bearing the pledge, “We will not 
rest until Dr. Josef Mengele, is 
caught and brought to justice.” 

e twins were spared from 
death by Mengele for his experi- 
ments in genetic engineering 
aimed at breeding a master Arian 
race. Of 750 pairs of twins, only 180 
children survived the ordeal. 
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EVA KOR 


a Retraces steps with sister 


Republican senator files suit, 
seeking information, on M Mengele 


WASHINGTON — Sen. Alfonse 
D’Amato, R-N.Y., filed suit Tues- 
day seeking to force the Army to 
release records 
about alleged 
Nazi war 
criminal Dr. 
Josef Mengele. 

The records 
may help track 
down the 
physician who 
performed 
medical ex- 
periments on 
inmates at the 
Auschwitz concentration camp, 
D’Amato said after filing suit in 
federal court. 

D’Amato’s request came as Terre 
Haute’s Eva Mozes Kor and her 
twin sister, Miriam, prepared to 
return to Auschwitz from Krakow. 
Surviving twins, along with media 


Q 


from across the ua , are giv ke 
to look through 40-year- -old docu- 
ments signed by Mengele that 
indicate Kor, her twin and other 
twins were to be put to death. 

In a telephone conversation from 
Krakow late Monday night, Kor 
said the trip by eight twins who 
survived Mengele’s experimenta- 
tions has resulted in the discovery 
of countless documents that had 
remained hidden for the past 40 
years. 

“I cannot believe that there is so 
much to be learned. For the first 
time I have seen my name and 
Miriam’s name on documents bear- 
ing Mengele’s signature,” Kor said. 

The Terre Haute real-estate 
saleswoman, who is accompanied 
by her son Alex and daughter 
Rena, said a news conference on 
their discoveries thus far is 


Kee, ay in Paris. 

ba T the group of twins 
and other survivors. and their 
relatives will fly to Tel Aviv. Terre 
Haute physician Werner Loewens- 
tein is among others who will join 
the group in Jerusalem. 

Loewenstein will lead a team of 
physicians and psychologists who 
will examine and record medical 
and psychological data of surviving 
twins. Of 750 pairs of twins 
experimented on by Mengele, only 
107 pairs of twins were spared. 

Mengele reportedly was last seen 
in the 1970s in Paraguay. “The 
Angel of Death,” as he was known, 
would be 73 years old if he is still 
alive. He was the chief physician at 
the Auschwitz, where an estimated 
four million people, mostly Jews, 
were killed by the Germans during 
World War IL. . 
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By Susan J. Kaufman 
Tribune-Star City Editor 
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It was a biting, bitterly cold 
January day 40 years ago when a 


shivering, hungry, 10-year-old 
prisoner of the =e 
Nazi death PEE 
camp at * 


Auschwitz 
trudged along 
the snow-en- 
crusted trail to 
a nearby river 
in search of 
water, 

The frozen 
river was a KOR 
tributary of the Vistula, which 
meanders north through Poland 
from the rugged Carpathian Moun- 
tains of Czechoslovakia to the 
Baltic Sea. 

Eva Mozes struggled to break 
through the ice to get at the life- 
sustaining water she and the other 
surviving twins in the death camp 
needed. 

“I looked up and saw a little girl 
on the other side. She had blonde 
braids and she carried a school 
bag,” Eva Mozes Kor recalled 
Friday night. “It was my first 
realization that the whole world 
was not a concentration camp.” 

Kor, now 51, has just returned 
from a 40-year reunion of twins. 
They were the survivors of 


Mengele must be 
Kor claim 


Ts FEB 4.0, 1985 
atrocities in medical experimenta- 


tion at the hands of Dr. Josef 


` Mengele in the Nazi death camps 


in Poland. 

The story of the twins, who had 
been wrenched from the clutches of 
parents doomed to the gas 
chamber, may well have been lost 
to history had Kor not attended a 
gathering of holocaust survivors in 
Washington, D.C., in 1983. 

The feisty, diminutive real- 
estate saleswoman went to that 
gathering carrying a hand-printed 
cardboard sign that read simply: 
“Birkenau Twins Experiment - Dr. 
Mengele.” 

There she found Marc Berkowitz, 
a twin whom Mengele had tapped 
to be a message runner in the camp 
at Birkenau. They embraced and 


wept: 

at night Eva Mozes Kor took 
an orange felt-tipped pen and 
printed FOUND across her sign. 

Cradling it gently Friday night, 
she explained how she suggested to 
Berkowitz that an organization of 
twins be started. In January 1984 
the Children of Auschwitz Nazi’s 
Deadly Lab Experiments Survivors 
(CANDLES) was incorporated 
under Indiana law. 

Kor, her twin sister Miriam 
Mozes Czaigher, who lives in 
Eshkelon, Israel, and Berkowitz 
struck out to find other twins. 


See “Mengele,” Page A4 
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"he world watched, heard and 
reåd about the fruits of that search. 
Tie twins and their children con- 
dueted a reunion before the 
cafmeras and pencils of the interna- 
Er a media as the camp survivors 
retraced their steps in Auschwitz 
arfd then flew to Jerusalem. 
n Jerusalem the twins con- 
d a mock trial of Mengele, 
wlio is now in his 70s and is 
ieved to be hiding in Paraguay. 
Everyone wanted to testify,” 
, obviously fatigued by the 
rience of the past two weeks, 
lained. “It was as if they were 
jing, ‘What if I died tomorrow 
no one ever knew: what 
ened to us? > ae. 
nurse testified the first day. 
had been taken to be head 
at the barracks in the gypsy 
p. She told how one set of twins 
been taken for experiments 
etime in the middle of sum- 
r,” Kor said. 


spree 


mo 
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hey returned a couple days , 


lafer — sewn back to back. They 
were screaming, crying. They had 
attached all their blood vessels — 
they wanted to see if they could 
ome them, like Siamese twins,” 
Kor said. 

(heir parents had been kept 
altve to care for them, Kor said. 
“The parents could _ot take their 
clgldren’s suffering. They got 
chioroform and killed them.” 

e tribunal at Jerusalem and 
the memorial death march from 
Barkenau to Auschwitz has helped 


direct the world’s attention to the 
cause of bringing Mengele to 
justice, Kor admits. 

But she considers her work and 
that of CANDLES incomplete. “All 
civilized nations of the world must 
press for Mengele to be turned over 
to the appropriate authorities,” she 
said. “Witnesses will not be here 
forever.” Commenting on U.S. At- 
torney General William French 
Smith’s promise to look into the 
possibility that U.S. intelligence 


officers may have arrested, ques- _ 


tioned and released Mengele in 
Vienna in 1947, Kor said, 
“Wouldn’t it be wonderful if the 


leader of the free world did the 
right thing — lead? at we have 
done is not enough. When I hear 
that the president of the United 
States says, ‘Yes, we mean busi- 
ness and by a certain date we will 
cut off all foreign aid to Paraguay 
unless they give Mengele up,’ then 
I will be satisfied.” 


The night of the closing 


ceremonies in Jerusalem last week, 
Kor reflected on her own involve- 
ment thus far. 

“I said to myself, ‘Eva Kor, your 
stubbornness and your hard work 
‘brought this about.’ It’s been an 

incredible two years.” 
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By Jan Chait 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Dr. Werner L. Loewenstein re- 
ceived his medical education in 
Germany, the country of his birth. 

Today he leaves for Jerusalem, 
where he and other doctors will 
attempt to discover what ill effects 
the experimentations of German 
doctors during World War II had on 


Jewish twins who were the human’ 


ee pigs of Dr. Josef Mengele. 


for CANDLES a n of 


for “CAND Nazi’s Deadly Lab Ex- 
periments Survivors — of which 
Terre Haute’s Eva Kor is a founder. 


examine the surviving twins to find 
out what health eee they 


have,” he said Wednesday during 
an interview in his office, 300 
College Ave. 

Problems that already have 
surfaced include psychological 
damage, higher-than-normal in- 
cidence of back problems and 
problems with their reproductive 
systems. 

Nancy Segal, a 
the University of Minnesota and 
herself a twin, will conduct 
psychological testing on the twins 

o participate in the examina- 
tions next week in Jerusalem. 

In addition to psychological test- 
ing, a verbal medical history will be 


peychplogist at 
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ae and, if indicated, each will 


receive complete physical examina- 


tions. 

Also going is Dr. Benjamin Ko, 
a local radiologist. They will join a 
team of Israeli physici 
Hadassah Hospital in Asrael. 


It’s already known ‘that a high 


percentage of the survivors have 


back problems and have had 
surgery on their backs, Loewens- 


tein said. He speculates those 


problems are a result of malnutri- 
tion. 

“Definitely, damage has been 
done to some of their ovaries,” he 
said. He told of one woman in 


California who gave birth to seven | 


children who were either stillborn 


po | 
guinea-pig, 


s at 


non conclusive, but that wouldn't 
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wins. 


or diea shortly after Birt The 
three children who did live all 
suffer from mental problems. — 
“More women than we wid 
suspect had to have hysterec- 
tomies,” he said. f 
What will be accomplished by the 
testing is still an unknown. pone] 
“If you want to acquire 
knowledge, you can’t say what it 
will accomplish. T see if some 
conclusion can be drawn,” he said. 
“Maybe the whole thing will be ~ 


WERNER L. LOEWENSTEIN 
Recalls horrors 


Kor soliciting help 


for capture of Men 


‘By Kathy Gurchlek ~~. E 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter. - 
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Dr. Josef Mengele, a man vilified 
for his sadistic experiments and 
alleged killing of 400,000 persons 
imprisoned in concentration camps 
during World War II, is alive and 
living in Paraguay, believes 
Auschwitz survivor Eva Kor. 

Most of his victims were Jews. 

Kor is among a growing number 
of persons who want to bring 
worldwide attention and pressure 
on Paraguay to hand Mengele over 
for trial. 

She is matching that resolve by 
trying to collect 1 million 
signatures from across the United 
States on a petition to be sent to 
the White House. She has collected 
1,000 signatures since the drive 
started Sept. 28, 1984. Locally, 

eople may sign the petition in the 
aw--office of George Tofaute and 
Thomas Spelman, 20 S. Fifth St. 

“Too many people are seeing 
him. These are people who are 

rofessional Nazi seekers,” the 
ocal resident said. 

She recounted a strange 
telephone call received last year by 
a twin who had served as Mengele’s 
messenger while imprisoned in 
one of the concentration camps. 

The anonymous caller referred to 
the man by a special name Mengele 
had for him. He told him that 
Mengele wanted him to know that 
Mengele was alive and well. 

„March 16 was Mengele's 74th 
birthday. Little is known of the 
man cailed the Nazi Angel of Death 
who survived the war and fled to 
Argentina about 1950. He was 
granted Paraguayan citizenship in 
1959 and supposedly stripped of it 
in 1979. 

Gen. Alfredo Stroessner, ruler of 
Paraguay since 1954, is believed to 
have protected Mengele, according 
to Kor. She said Stroessner is the 
son of a former Nazi, and Paraguay 
had many former Nazis. 

“I would like to see the U.S. to be : s 
a model” to the rest of the world by off foreign aid and diplomatic better than one evil man,” Kor said: 
taking immediate steps to force relations unless Paraguay of Mengele. mm 
Paraguay’s hand, Kor said. cooperates, she said. “We do not want to lose the, 

The demand for Mengele should “I know that all the good people concern of the American people fors 
be accompanied with threats to cut of the world must be smarter and what is happening,” she said. % 
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Honored: Kor displays plaque from Jewish newspaper. 
Aye tua 


or one of six per ns 
4 S$ 
honored for tenacity °’™ 


“Judaism is an eternal flame that can never be extinguished,” 
reads the inscription on the plaque presented to Children of 
Auschwitz Nazi Deadly Lab Experiments Survivors, an organiza- 
tion known as CANDLES. 

Terre Haute resident Eva Kor accepted the award March 16 in 
New York City on behalf of the organization she founded in 1983. 
The Nazi concentration camp survivor was among six award 
recipients cited for assistance to the Jews. 

Others included Rep. Mario Bigbi, R-N.Y., receiving the Friend 
of Israel award, and Rabbi Klass, the Jewish Press award. The 
avers were presented by the Jewish News & Views at WNYM 

adio. 

Kor describes CANDLES as an activist group that is working to 
bring pressure on Paraguay to hand over Dr. Josef Mengele for trial. 
Ironically, the presentation was made on the birthdate of Mengele, 
sought because of his sadistic human experiments and alleged 
killing of 400,000 people at Auschwitz during World War II. 

CANDLES also will become a support group for the twins and 
ones used as human guinea pigs in Mengele’s experiments, Kor 
said. 
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By Donna Christenberry 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Terre Haute real-estate agent 
Eva Kor, a survivor of the 
Holocaust, interrupted a Senate 
hearing on Nazi war criminal 
Joseph Mengele on Monday and 
reportedly accused the senators of 
trying to cash.in on the American 
gathering of Jewish survivors for 
their own publicity. 

“You are using us, and I will not 
allow anyone to use us again,” Kor, 
50, said as she wiped tears from 
her reddened eyes, the Associated 
Press reported Monday. 

Kor was among hundreds of twin 
children whom Mengele used for 
medical experiments, earning him 
the title of “Angel of Death” at 
Auschwitz. 

Her sister, Miriam, also survived 
Auschwitz and is now living in 
Israel. 

The two-hour hearing was con- 
ducted in Philadelphia to coincide 
with the American Gathering of 
Holocaust Survivors. 

An aide to Sen. Arlen Specter, R- 
Pa., chairman of the judiciary 
subcommittee, had decided to 
strike Kor from the list of potential 
witnesses, according to a source in 
Philadelphia. The source said Kor 
told the subcommittee she had 
tried to get on the list. 

Specter decided to allow her to 
testify. 

Another source in Philadelphia 
said organizers of the gathering 
supplied names and the subcom- 
mittee picked witnesses. 
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EVA KOR 
Rails at legislators 


“If a person in Terre Haute was 
not contacted, it was probably 
because we didn’t know it was 
somebody we should contact,” said - 
Phil Goldberg, an aide to Specter. ' 

“On behalf of the senator, I'd like 
to apologize,” Goldberg said. “It is- 
certainly useful to hear from 
somebody like Mrs. Kor.” 

Goldberg, identifying himself as 
Jewish, reaffirmed Specter’s com- ~ 
ment that the subcommittee was - 
not trying to use anyone. “We are- 
trying to capture Mengele.” ` 

Kor, who is founder of CAN- 
DLES, Children of Auschwitz 
Nazis Deadly Lab Experiment 
Survivors, could not be reached for- 
comment in Philadelphia. 
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Alone in their 


Holocaust survivors recall 


S MAY 1 6 1985 
ast week I began an interview with 
Werner Loewenstein, who left 
Germany after medical school and 
has lived in Terre Haute since 1938. 

He was present at the liberation of 
Buchenwald as an United States Amy 
medical officer. The article was immediately 
hailed and criticized for “retelling Holocaust 
stories.” 

Ada Hodge said that the United States 
should have opened our shores to the 
refugees. “Many Jews could have left ; 
Germany, France and Italy; but we wouldn’t 
allow them to enter,” she said. “Years ago at 
lunch in the home of Florence Goodman I 
met an attractive woman my age who has 
visiting. The group conversation turned to 
the war and someone asked her to share her 
experiences. Quietly she lifted her sleeve and 
revealed her tattooed number. For the first 
time I felt the horror in my heart.” 

Many Americans — Jewish and non- 
Jewish — prefer not to think of those awful 
times, but can we afford to avoid the lessons 
of history? . 

Loewenstein, who trained in the excellent 
German school system, is haunted with < 
questions — not of “why” so much as “how. 

“Nazi doctors who used prisoners as 
guinea pigs were mature human beings 
whose values were firmly established before 
[Adolf] Hitler came to power,” said Loewens- 
tein, who collects documented accounts of 
the “medical experiments.” i 

Early this year world attention focused on 
Terre Hautian Eva Kor and her group 
Children of Auschwitz Nazi’s Deadly Lab 
Experiments Survivors (CANDLES) as they 
toured the former factory of torture and _ 
death called Konzentrationslager Auschwitz 
by the Nazis. From Terre Haute we watched 
on television as survivors recounted 

atrocities committed by Dr. Josef Mengel, 
the proclaimed “Angel of Death.” 


; Vigo County Public Library 


Loewenstein, a board member of CAN- 
DLES, joined the group in France on their 
way to Israel. He wanted to be present at the 
hearings in Jerusalem where Kor and her 
twin sister scheduled a mock trial for their 
torturer, believed to be hiding in Paraguay. 
The infamous Dr. Mengele used his training 
in medicine and anthropology in an attempt 
to create a super race. 

“One of Hitler's first acts was to kill all the 
inmates of German mental institutions to 
eliminate schizophrenia. The Third Reich 
wanted to kill or sterilize people with 
hereditary illnesses. Eventually the church 
spoke up and non-Jewish Germans weren’t 
killed on such a large scale after that,” 
Loewenstein said. Although the pir 
ment continued to persecute and kill 
homosexuals and other ‘undesirables.” 

+ 2 the “Medical Journal of the SS” he 
found documentation of the intentional 
spread of typhus in the camps. The SS 

= was attempting to learn how long 
persons in such debilitated condition could 
survive the disease. “Union Hospital’s 


“librarian, Miss Brooks, got this journal 


through the IU Medical School library,” he 
said. “The SS was so sure Germany would 
win the war they published their crimes for 
the world to read.” 

He has a letter stating that more than 
enough gold teeth and fillings had been 
removed from dead prisoners to supply the 
dental needs of the German army for five 
years. The author goes on to request that 

further gold collected be handed in to the 
reichbank. Heil Hitler.” 

In preparation for a medical lecture he will 
present in California, Loewenstein is reread- 
ing “Doctors of Infamy,” a transcript of the 
trial at Nuremburg where 17 German 
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relatives 


memories 
grief, lost 


Mrs. Yates, known 
in area churches 
as author and lec- 


turer, writes 
about “practical 
religion.” 


By Madonna Yates 
Special to The Tribune-Star 


medical doctors were found guilty. Several 
were hung. 

. “Testimony at this trial included experi- 
ments to determine how long a German pilot 
could live in icy water if his plane went 
down.” One by one, prisoners were 
submerged in tanks of icy water and the time 
of their death meticulously recorded. In 
another experiment victims were placed in 
decompression chambers until the died, to 
chart at what altitudes pilots auld safely 
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parachute to earth. 

German medical societies heard lectures 
by Nazi doctors describing experiments on 
prisoners. As far as Loewenstein knows, no 
voice was raised in opposition to the 
violations of Kitica ethics. 

n Mengele's mock trial in Jerusalem, 

survivors talked of six million Jews 

being killed, including one million 

children. Catholics, Prostestants and 
others were also victims. 

“T have no concept of such numbers. What 
does it mean?” Loewenstein asked. “But as 
we listened to individual stories for several 
days I began to grasp the enormity of the 
crimes. Painfully, hesitantly, stories the 
had not dared to speak aloud — even to their 
husbands or wives — came out. Children 
understood for the first time the anguished 
silence of their parents.” 


Jewish medical doctors, inmates ™ 


_ themselves, were forced to assist. A woma 


s r her. She was so hungry and wea 
_ testified that at age 19 she had one ovary "feed her, She was so hun by and pak 


| sterilized by radiation and was operatedon Finally a Jewish female doctor offered a 
~ for the removal of the other ovary to iia peit tot morphine. I begged the doctor to 
21 
ner 
C 


it had been affected. The Jewish gyn o the baby, but she could not violate 


A 
> g1 

_ told her, “One day you will know what hae hypocratic oath.” Ruth paused, then 

_ done for you.” After liberation, married and continued, “I took the syringe and killed my 

_ living in Israel, she discovered she wi baby.” 

pregnant. In later years after two healthy z 


y. 
; l Fes n Israel Loewenstein interviewed twins 
_ children, she had to have a hysterectomy. ] who were willing to talk about experi- 


_ The surgeon reported that one ovary wa _§@ ments they had endured. “They all have 

Beeps but the c An ed perfectly normal. JJ. back problems, and most have had 

_ The Jewish doctor in the camp had risked surgery to alleviate pain. Dr. Mengele gave . 

| disobedience and death in the hopeofa them injections in the spine. There are no 

_ normal life for his patient. ; _ records of what they received. All the women 

Television news reports told us of one have gynecological problems with histories 

"young woman's testimony to the world. Rutk of miscarriages or hysterectomies. They 

was 18 and living in a ee where many were given shots in their eyes which caused 

were starving. When she was three monthe _ temporary blurring or blindness. They were 

pregnat she was taken from her husband injected with germs and given untyped blood 

pan shipped from one camp to another. Just transfusions to see what would happen. 
before delivery she arrived at Auschwitz. All Blood samples were drawn daily and sent, 


_ prisoners had to pass by Dr. Mengele. He i A , - 
_ flicked his wrist to indicate who would go along with other prisoners’ eyes or brains, to 


_ directly to the gas chambers, Knowing 
pregnant women were not allowed to live, 
| Ruth asked those in front to walk close and 
_ shield her from his eyes. In the barracks she 
gave birth. 
“L had no food for my beautiful baby girl,” 
Ruth said. “That evening Mengele came 
through the barracks and heard m baby 
| crying. He was furious that I had slipped by 
him in the line. Tve always wanted to know 
` how long a newborn could live without food,’ 
he said. They taped my breasts so I could not 


— 


the Hygienic Institute of Berlin for. analysis. 
Eva Kor found her name and her sister's 
name there on a lab slip for blood work.” 

Deeply moved by his conversations with 
the twins, Loewenstein found himself in- 
spired by their sensitivity to the suffering of 
others. “For 40 years they have been alone 
in their memories. From my own experience 
I know that understanding and acceptance 
of these stories is very recent.” 

Elie Wiee~'. a Holocaust survivor, spoke 
on ABC’s Nightline recently and pleaded for 
understanding. “Only those who killed were 
killers. Only their accomplices shared their 
guilt.” All Germans must not be asked to 
bear the collective anguish and guilt for Nazi 
genocidal crimes. 

But Loewenstein continues to be haunted 
by the image of “human beings, trained in 
medicine, who worked all day long in the 
camps — and went home at night to play 
with their children.” 


Remembering Buchewald: Holocaust survivors wipe away tears 
during a memorial service in Los Angeles for survivors of the 


Buchewaid Concentration Camp. 
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Kor calls Me 
By Donna cnet sell 2 2 1985 


Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


e “It’s the greatest hoax ever perpetuated 
on the world,” Nazi death-camp survivor 
Eva Kor of 24 W. Lawrin Blvd. said of 
reports that a body found in Brazil is that 
of Josef Mengele, the Nazi “angel of death.” 
Scientists examining the remains found 
in a grave at Embu, Brazil, said Friday 
they were 99 percent certain the remains 
were those of Mengele. The Nazi has been 
hunted for years because of barbaric., 
medical experiments he conducted at. 
Auschwitz. p 
Although Simon Wiesenthal, famed Nazi 
hunter, and four researchers from the 
Simon Wiesenthal Center for Holocaust 


ngele death a 
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most likely Mengele’s, Kor has not. She 
said they do not know the man as 
concentration camp survivors do. 

Mengele was an arrogant, self-righteous, 
domineering man, Kor said. Such a man 
would never be happy living in an out-of- 
the-way Brazilian town for 18 years as a 
farmer, she said. 

How, then, does Kor explain results of 
the scientists’ examination? 

Mengele had a brother, two years older, 
who died at the Russian front in World 
War II, Kor said. Later Mengele married 
his brother’s widow. 

ile she has never seen a picture of 
Mengele’s brother, Kor said similar 
genetics within the Mengele family could 
have produced a skull structure and teeth 
similar enough to Mengele’s to fool the 


‘great hoax’ 


Tm alt 
e 


erts. THat body could have been 
exhumed and buried in Brazil. 

Mengele was afraid of water and would 
not have drowned while swimming at a 
beach, she said. A fellow Auschwitz 
survivor told Kor that he heard Mengele 
express fear about getting in a swimming 
pool at the camp. 

he is convinced Mengele is in 
Paraguay, and the remains are an effort to 
throw his hunters off the track. “They have 
convinced all the world except the 
survivors,” she said. 

“We [Auschwitz survivors] are not going 
to give up,” Kor vowed. She said it might 
be necessary for survivors to form their 
own network to continue the hunt for 
Mengele. 


See related story, A5 
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BONN, West Germany (AP) — Survivors! of 
Nazi doctor Joseph Mengele’s gruesome concen- 
‘tration canip experiments at Auschwitz said 
1416 09 Moy want his son to come to a Nov. 

-16 conf Terre 

S Vera Kiia a member of the international 

gele Twins "Organization, told reporters she 
and other members of the group would travel to 
Freiburg on Thursday in hopes of meeting with 
See son, Rolf, an attorney. 
iegel said she wanted to invite Rolf 
Mengele e conference aimed at determining 
ranginpr ngele died in 1979 as determined by 
Ap International er group of criminologists earlier 
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* “We believe tnat Mengele BS NA Kriss 


said. 

The international panel of experts said they 
had determined, “to a scientific certainty,” that 
a body exhumed from a Brazilian cemetery was 
that of Mengele, who was said to have drowned 
in a bathing accident near Sao Paulo in 1979. 

On Monday, Kreigel met with Heinz 
Haueisen, the chief Frankfurt prosecutor, and 
head of the team of German prosecutors probing 
Meggle s death. 

The Mengele Twins Organization, also known 
as CANDLES, counts among its members 
Auschwitz survivors who were operated on by 
Mengele when he was the camp’s doctor. 


Ménegle survivors want to » meet with.his son 


Mengele singled out twins for his genetic 
ex eriments. ‘ 
iriam Zeiger, head of the Israeli branch of' 

CANDLES, has said that Mengele has been 
reported seen at least three times in Paraguay 
and Italy since 1979. 

Members of the group are touri West 
Germany this week to promote their bel ef that 
the infamous “angel of death” is alive. 

Mengele is held responsible for the deaths of 
about 400,000 Auschwitz joma mostly Jews. 

Frankfurt prosecutors, who' have been hunt- 
ing for Mengele since first’ i issuing an arrest 


_ warrant in 1959, said they would make their 


own ruling before closing the Mengele file. 
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Politics oversha 


ows Nazi hunt, 


The trut id ' Br Jose akele the Ghd P, “Its a very, very complex case with heavy 


Nazi war criminal known as the Angel of Death, is 
overshadowed with heavy` political overtones, 
according to a former Dutch Resistance fighter who 
claims to have seen Mengele in April. 

Tony van. Renterghem, who started the Dutch 
Resistance underground photo and film units that 
documented atrocities of the Nazi occupation, and 
Auschwitz survivor Siegfried Halbreich, gave 
eyewitness accounts Wednesday during a press 
conference kicking off a three-day inquiry into 
Mengele’s purported death. 

Halbreich said he saw Mengele in April 1980, 
about a peat after Mengele is said to have drowned. 
Although he contacted police, State Department 
and other officials with his news, no arrest was 
made. Halbreich alleges the U.S. government was 
tipped off by the German government not to make 
an arrest. 

Van Renterghem and wife, actress Susanne 
Severeid, believe they saw Mengele while doing 
volunteer surveillance work in June for the Los 
Angeles-based Simon Wiesenthal Center. 


political overtones” and could be politically em- 
barassing to arrest Mengele, he said. 

The United States, whose political philosophy 
runs counter to the Soviet Union, currently 
requires a Western alliance — with West Germany 
forces as the kingpin, according to van Renterghem. 

The alliance hinges on the stability of Germany's 
Kohl government. That government in turn relies 
heavily on conservative industrial German leaders, 
including the Mengeles, many of whom were 
prominent Nazis. ri i 

“This case is so full of holes, it’s like Swiss 
cheese,” he said of the Mengele inquest. He pointed 
out that experts relied on verification of their 
medical findings and questionable witnesses such 
as Mengele’s former landlady. 

“There are kinds of things that are very, very 
fishy,” he said, “and we hope to get into that” during 
the conference which concludes Saturday in 


Hulman Center. 
— Kathy Gurchiek 
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By Kathy Gurchiek 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


A former Israeli diplomat said he 
believes the United States and 
other governments covered up the 
truth about Dr. Josef Mengele. ` 

Chaim Rosenthal, scheduled to 
poly at 4:15 p.m. today during 
the three-day Mengele inquiry ~in 
Hulman Center, accused those 
governments of ignoring chances to 
arrest Mengele because he posed a 
political embarrassment. 

Mengele was an embarrassment 
to the United States because it 
benefited from Mengele's 
knowledge, Rosenthal said during 
an interview Wednesday after- 
noon. 

“The Americans were not very’ 
keen on catching [him] becat- ne, 
would have come out and said the’ 
Americans used [his] knowledge2”" 

He also maintains some Sou 
American countries and the Israeli 
government also dragged their feet 
in tracking Mengele’s whereabouts. 

After the capture, trial and 
execution of ex-Nazi Adolf 
Eichmann during the 1970s, 
Mengele was seen as just another 
ex-Nazi in other countries. his 

“After Eichmann, that was 
enough in a way,” Rosenthal said. 

Rosenthal said he was warned 
not to attend the three-day con- 
ference for questioning an inquest. 
last summer that determined 
Mengele died in 1979. & 

“I have the feeling that he is 
alive,” Rosenthal said. He added 
that those warning not to attend’ 
the conference convinces him 
Mengele is alive. 

“It’s too much of a good thing,” he. 
said of the inquest. “There is. 
enough money in the [Mengele] 
family and South America,” where 
Mengele was believed to be, “ta, 
orchestrate the death.” $ 

Rosenthal said friends 
telephoned, saying, “I’ve been tolf 
to tell you” to cancel phans for the 
conference. 

“Too much pressure was put on 
[me and others] in an elegant way* 
not to attend the conference he 
said, declining to be more specifie. 
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Mengele > death, may, bg great hoax, official says 


A former Ae stivned bh fo 
U.S. Justice Department’s he As of 
Special Investigations voiced suspi- 
cions Friday that Dr. Josef Mengele 
is alive, despite an inquest last 
summer that determined he 
drowned in 1979. 

The Germans have until Dec. 31 
to sign a death certificate for 
(Mengele. 

_ “My suspicions are that Mengele 

is alive, but I dont see where 
people get off saying he definitely 
is alive or he definitely is dead,” 
John Loftus said Friday afternoon 
alter testifying before a conference 
probing into Mengele’s reported 
death. 

The inquiry is staged by CAN- 
DLES, Children of Auschwitz 
Nazis Deadly Lab Experiments 


urvivors, and con¢ludes today in 
Hulman Center. 

“J don’t think there is any effort 
at coverup or fabrication” on the 
part of the United States, he said. 
“Mengele has become a media 
Nazi. Before, nobody cared.” 

Loftus pointed to the body that 
was the subject of the inquest in 
Brazil. The body had no 
fingerprints and there are no 
dental films of Mengele to compare 
with the teeth of the Brazil body, 
or X-rays for comparison, Loftus 
said. Material that has been made 
available on Mengele does not 
include his blood type. 

“There is every reason to suspect 
that one of the greatest hoaxes of 
the 20th century may have been 
committed.” he said of Mengele’s 


orted death. 

“Mengele would have had the 
financial means to locate a suitable 
corpse and was known to have 
received money in South America 
from the family corporation, Kar] 
Mengele & Sons, Loftus said. The 
company is one of Germany's 
leading manufacturers of farm 
equipment. 

“You couldn’t prove to ajury that 
the body was Mengele. You couldn’t 

rove it in court,” he said. “I don’t 

now whether Josef Mengele is 
alive or dead. But Fm not certain 
that he is dead,” he said. 

He quoted sources as saying 
Mengele may have been involved in 
germ and chemical warfare testing 
at Auschwitz, where Mengele is 
accused of performing genetic ex- 


periments on Jewish twins during 
World War II. Loftus said Mengele 
may have had information valuable 
enough to the British to trade for 
his freedom. 

“If Mengele were a British agent, 
that might explain why Mengele 
was permitted to live openly for 
almost 30 years in South America 
without interference from any of 
the allied countries,” Loftus said. 
“If my sources are correct — that 
Mengele had a relationship with 
British intelligence — then I doubt 
the truth will ever be known.” 

David Marwell, an historian 
participating in the Justice Depart- 
ment’s case on Mengele, defended 
the government’s forensic in- 
vestigation of Mengele’s reported 


death in 1979 before a group of 
outraged Holocaust survivors who 
believe Mengele is still alive. 

A preliminary forensic report 
obtained by CANDLES shows in- 
vestigators working for the U.S. 
and West German governments 
and for the Los Angeles-based 
Simon Wiesenthal Center for 
Holocaust Studies have tentatively 
concluded the remains were 
Mengele’s. 

Marwell added, “We're not in a 
position to relate any findings since 
the forensic panel still is preparing 
a final report.” He said the depart- 
ment hoped to issue a final report 
by the end of the year. 
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By Kathy Gurchiek 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Dr. Josef Mengele is dead. a 
former Israeli ambassador to 
Paraguay said Thursday. 

Benno Weiser Varon was ad- 
dressing an eight-member panel 
during opening testimony in 
Hulman Center. The conference, 
called by CANDLES, Children of 
Auschwitz Nazis Deadly Lab Ex- 
periments Survivors, is probing 
Mengele’s reported death. 

The man known as the “Angel of 
Death” has been identified by 
survivors as the racial biologist 
who used twins as guinea pigs for 
‘genetic experiments in Auschwitz. 
_ The remains of a man reported to 
‘be Mengele were unearthed near 


engelé déad 


Sao Paulo, Brazil, in June. An 
inquest determined he had 
drowned in 1979, but skepticism 
has emerged in some quarters by 
those, such as some CANDLES 
members, who say the inquest is 
riddled with unanswered ques- 
tions. 

“It is perhaps a bit paradoxical 
that you Mengele twins who cer- 
tainly more than once must have 
wished Mengele was dead, now 
want him to be alive,” Varon told 
the panel and a handful of spec- 
tators. 3 

Spectators included those plan- 
ning to testify, relatives of panel 
members and only six members of 
the audience who paid to attend. 

“I would really like to find out 
that Mengele is dead,” CANDLES 
co-founder Eva Kor said during 


Jeu sh Rol le Cord) 
, Israeli says 


opening statements. “Because if 
Menge e is alive, the countries of 
the world ... have failed to act as 
open societies.” 

Kor criticized invited guests who 
canceled plans to attend the con- 
ference. Those included federal 
prosecutor R. Jerome Sanford, who 
had the assignment of arresting 
Mengele in July 1979. Another was 
John Loftus, said to have 
prosecuted Nazi war criminals for 
the U.S. Justice Department’s Of- 
fice of Special Investigations. . 

Varon suggested the reason some 
did not attend the conference, 
labeled “The Truth About 
Mengele,” is because they believed 
“the truth about Mengele may have 
offended you.” 
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By Kathy Gurchiek 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 
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The capture Friday afternoon of 
notorious Nazi war criminal 
Walter Kutschmann in Argentina 
came as good news to Gerlad L. 
Posner, chairman of a panel prob- 
ing the reported death of Dr. Josef 
Mengele. 

The 71-year-old Kutschmann is 


blamed for the deaths of at least . 


1,500 Jews in Brzezany and Poda- 
jee, Poland, in 1942. 

“The Germans must be jumping 
for joy,” hoping that this is “takin 
minds off Mengele,” Posner sai 
Friday afternoon, after the second 


ay of the conference concluded in 
Hulman Center. 

Posner said German bungling of 
the Mengele case has forced 
Germany to appear aggressive in 
hunting other ex-Nazis. 

“They're trying to give every 
image of being aggressive,” Posner 
said. “Even with the doubts [sur- 
rounding Mengele], most TGs 
will assume Mengele is dead,” and 
capture of a live ex-Nazi puts the 
Germans in a better light. 

Posner, a lawyer whose bio- 
grapay, of Mengele is to be 
published in 1986, has been presid- 
ing over the three-day conference 
that concludes today. 

Speaking of the proceedings as a 
lawyer, Posner said, “The evidence 
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ure good news to group 


piles up on the side of death.” 

But he still has questions that 
prevent him from completly writ- 
ing off the possibility that Mengele 
is alive. 

He said he was disappointed that 
only a handful of people have 
attended the proceedings. Panel 
members and persons testifying 
before the panel, like John Loftus, 
former trial attorney for the U.S. 
Justice Department’s Office of 
Special Investigation, have played 
to a honeycomb of mostly empty 
seats. 

He would not acknowledge that 
the conference is a futile gesture. 

“This inquest keeps the door 
open a little bit” on the question of 
Mengele, he said. 
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By Kathy Gurchiek 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


The three-day probe into the 
purported death of Dr. Josef 

engele cpncluded Saturday, but 
the panel is unwilling to close the 
door on the case until nagging 
forensic questions are answered. 

The 74-year-old ex:Nazi, known 
as the Angel of Death for using 
twins as guinea pigs in experi- 
ments at Auschwitz, became the 
focus of international attention 
earlier this year following a mock 
trial in Jerusalem. ` 

Remains of a man reported to be 
Mengele were unearthed in Embu, 
Brazil, in June. An international 
inquest determined the remains to 
be Mengele’s, who was said to have 
drowned in 1979. 

However, skepttcism prompted 
CANDLES, Children of Auschwitz 
Nazis Deadly Lab Experiments 
Survivors, to stage the inquiry in 
Hulman Center here led by Eva 


or. 

Panel chairman Gerald L. 
Posner acknowledged in a prepared 
statement Saturday that substan- 
tial evidence pointing to Mengele’s 
death had been presented. 

“However this panel does not 
accept the finality of the investiga- 
tion into Mengele’s death,” he said 
following the panel’s 30-minute 
deliberation on all testimony. 

“We cannot close the door on the 
Mengele case,” the Mengele bio- 
grapher said. 

“The possibility that a hoax was 
perpetuated cannot be dismissed 
until the following issues are 
addressed,” he said, and challenged 
forensic experts to list all support- 
ing evidence for every conclusion in 
their final report. ` 

The panel concluded that the 
following questions need to be 
answered: es 


@ Why did the X-rays reveal no 
evidence of osteomyelitis when 
Mengele's military files list it in 
1926? Evidence of that disease 
should be on the skeleton, accord- 
ing to medical testimony. 
© Has the blood type of the 
skeleton been determined? If so, is 
it compatible with the blood type of 
his son Rolf? fe 

è To what extent have the 
forensic experts relied upon the 
unsworn and unsupportable al- 
legations of Mengele’s alleged Nazi 
protectors, the Stammer and 
Bossert couples? 

e What investigations have been 
made into numerous sightings of 
Mengele reported since February 


whether those clothes were placed 
in the grave in Brazil... in 1979 or 
whether they have been added 
later as part of an elaborate hoax? 

e The skeleton showed a marked 
difference in the length of its legs. 
Is there available: evidence that 
Mengele had a limp? Have pairs of 
Mengele’s shoes been found with or 
without lifts? 

The panel’s conclusions and re- 
commendations will be forwarded 
to the United States, Israeli and 
German governments, the con- 
gressional hearing on Mengele and 
members of Congress and the 
Israeli secret police. 

Because CANDLES was not con- 
sulted during the examination or 
investigation in Brazil, the panel 
recommended that CANDLES 
should aid in preparing future 
reports and analyses. 

It also requested the Israeli, 
German and U.S. governments and 
forensic experts to make available 
to CANDLES within 90 days all 
information about Mengele’s 
possible death. 

The panel also asked that the 
German government compensate 
Mengele’s victims for medical 
problems resulting from his experi- 
ments. 
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